


HOW TO WRITE AN 
EXPLANATION TEXT 



An explanation text is a 

NON-FICTION text 

which DESCRIBES HOW 

or WHY things happen. 

What is an explanation text? 



Different Explanation 
Examples 

 

Explains what 

causes 

change from 

one stage to 
the next 

 

 

 

The Water 

Cycle 

 

Explains the 

stages of an 

event one 

after another 

 

 

 

 

From seed to 
tree 

 

 



Don’t confuse yourself… 

http://www.literacyideas.com/procedural-texts
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Draw a picture  

 

Clearly label the 

picture/s 

 

 

 

4 

 

Steps for writing explanations 



 

Step 1  

 

 



EXPLAIN THE 

PROCESS  

 
 

•

•

 

Step 2  



DESCRIPTVE 
AND 

ENGAGING 

VISUALS/ 

pictures  
 

Step 3  



CONCLUSION 
 

 

Tie things 

together 

.  

Step 4  



  

The vocabulary of Explaining 

First, then, next, after, finally 

Then, as a result, so, if, because, therefore 



.  

Jumbled Explanations 





WRITING SAMPLES 



Step 1: 

Introduction  

Step 3: Draw a 

picture  

Step 2: Explain the 
process  

Step 4: 

Concluding 

Sentence  

Explain The Digestive Process 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VwrsL-lCZYo


Step 1  

Step 2  

Step 3 

Step 4  



Step 1: 

Introduction.  

Step 3: Draw a 

picture 

Step 2: EXPLAIN 
THE PROCESS.  

Step 4: Write your 

closing sentence 

The Life Cycle of a Butterfly 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O1S8WzwLPlM




The Water Cycle  



https://easyscienceforkids.com/all-about-the-sun/
https://easyscienceforkids.com/all-about-the-oceans-of-the-world/
https://easyscienceforkids.com/all-about-lakes-and-ponds/
https://easyscienceforkids.com/all-about-rivers-and-streams/
https://easyscienceforkids.com/all-about-clouds/
https://easyscienceforkids.com/all-about-rain/
https://easyscienceforkids.com/how-is-snow-made/

